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Subject:
Review of Pointer addressing (2) 



Author:
Robert Jones, email: robert@jones0086.freeserve.co.uk

References:
1.
Committee Draft 1.8 for the proposed revision of ISO 1989:1985, COBOL standard - PDF version.  I use Adobe Acrobat Reader, version 4.

Comments:
1 Page 266, 13.14.2, Data description entry, syntax rules
SR 5, I think that the BASED clause should be disallowed for a data entry with the EXTERNAL clause.

2 Page 381, 14.2, Procedure division
SR5, I think that data items specified in the RETURNING phrase of the procedure division header should not be allowed to be specified with a BASED clause, this restriction already applies to USING data items (see SR1) and is implied by various statements and notes that the calling program allocates the storage for a returned data item.
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